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Dante
Fowler to
the Jaguars

LifeLink®
saving lives

South St. Pete’s Relay for Life took place Sat., May 2 at Lakewood High School.

Janice Starling-Williams

Dante Fowler, Jr.
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Lakewood High School
played host to a draft night
watch party in anticipation
of former student Dante
Fowler, Jr.’s No. 3 overall
pick to the Jacksonville
Jaguars.
The former Gator is the
highest NFL draft pick of
any other student coming
from the Tampa Bay area.
As he glided across the
stage in Chicago Thursday
night to hug NFL Commissioner Roger Goodel while
sporting his gold spiky
Christian Louboutin shoes,
current students and administration at Lakewood were
cheering him on at his old
alma mater.
“He was an outstanding
athlete while he was here.
He was a good student and
very humble,” said Assistant
Principal Harriet Davis.
Davis wanted the community to celebrate Fowler’s
accomplishments, so she
helped organized the party
that included three large
screen projections setup in
the gym so that everyone
See DRAFT, page 7



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ask anyone if they know
of someone with cancer
and the answer will most
likely be “yes.” Each year
worldwide about 14 million people learn they
have some form of cancer,
with more than half of

them dying from the disease.
So as a way to fight
back and to raise money
for research, American
Cancer Society’s Relay for
Life was born. It all started
with one man, Dr. Gordon
Klatt who battled stomach
cancer. He was one man
running on a track and his
efforts turned into a global

sensation as people all
over the world now participate in the event.
Lakewood
High
School graciously donated
their track and facilities for
the 12-hour event. Cancer
survivors and their supporters showed they believe in themselves and
the search for a cure by
tirelessly taking to the

concrete, one lap after another. Even 64 players
from Lakewood’s football
team volunteered for the
cause from 7 a.m. to 8:30
p.m.
Avis Carter, event lead
for south St. Petersburg
Relay for Life revved up
the crowd. “Any survivors
in the house,” she asked
See LIFE, pages 9

Healthy St. Pete initiative
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In a spirited celebration that
included music, line dancing and even hula hooping,
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin officially jump
started the city’s new
Healthy St. Pete initiative
May 1 in front of City Hall
at 174 Fifth St. N.
The initiative will have
four main areas of impact:
LIVE Healthy St. Pete, EAT
Healthy St. Pete. PLAY
Healthy St. Pete and SHOP
Healthy St. Pete. It is a “robust” program, Tomalin

said, that will continue to
grow over time and includes outreach, partnerships, community fitness
challenges, a cooking show
and even an app to track fitness progress.
“Before I had the privilege of serving our city and
our mayor, I was fortunate
to serve Bayfront Health
System—now
Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg—for
more than 15 years. And in
that role, I had a chance to
see firsthand the healthcare
issues that plague our community,” the deputy mayor
See HEALTH, page 8

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
You may know a loved one
who is in need of a liver,
perhaps a kidney. Maybe
it’s you. Well you’re not
alone. Each year more and
more people are added to
the list of those waiting for
a new lease on life, currently that number rests at
more than 120,000 and
that’s just here in the
United States.
So LifeLink® Foundation, Inc. along with the The
Weekly Challenger, hosted a
luncheon for spiritual leaders at Sylvia’s Queen of
Soul Food Restaurant, located in the historic Manhattan Casino, to bring
awareness to the need of
the community to step up
and get involved.
“This program is one
that doesn’t seem to get a
lot of discussion and fanfare because it’s such a delicate issue,” said Weekly
Challenger
Advertising
Manager Bishop Mike
Lewis, who had LifeLink®
come out to his church to
make a presentation. “As
pastors we have a responsibility to care for the sheep,
to educate them on these
various services.”
The LifeLink® Foundation is a non-profit organization
dedicated
in
recovering organs and tis-

Health initiative kicks off at City Hall.

See LIFELINK, page 14
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

So many injustices
Praise the Lord Saints.
Never before that I can immediately
recall there ever being a time in our history since lynching was outlawed and we
were given the “right” to be 100% human,
has there been such an all-out attack on
us.
So many injustices, one after the other,
every week it seems, a black man is being
killed and in most cases the one committing the offense has an entourage of supporters to back his actions.
There is a term in the military called
es·prit de corps and it means, a feeling of
pride, fellowship, and common loyalty
shared by the members of a particular
group. Simply put, bro, I got your back.
But NEVER will we decide to have ones
back when we know they did wrong.
I wanted to start off with that because
I have seen how it seems that most of the
incidents involve a white cop committing
the acts against black men. I got it. It
seems to be the order of the day.
Now, fast forward to the 2015 NFL
draft held this past week and the Bucs
chose the obvious pick, well if they are serious about getting into the playoffs sometime this century. But all I read on all the
social media was how bad a chose it was,
he has no character, he will bring the
Bucs down, I hope they just picked him to
trade him for someone else, so forth and
so on. My point out of this is these comments were written by, you guessed it, “us
folks”!
Sad, so sad that you are being influenced by what you read or see on certain
media outlets instead of shouting “Awesome”, “great pick”, “now the Bucs will
have a chance of winning more than 50%
of their games”. Anything, except what
you people, yeah, I said it, you people
wrote about this kid, who was carrying
over a 3.0 GPA and is just a kid. Shame
on you who said these negative things
about this kid, like your kids are all that !
I didn’t name no names so if the shoe
don’t fit, move on.
And as if that wasn’t enough, arguably
what was to be pegged as the greatest
fight in the century took place this weekend. And some did it again. This guy is
on the cusp of doing what one other boxer
in the history has done, or at least one of
us, go 49-0 or possibly 50-0, I hardly doubt
he will stop if he wins this next fight. He
doesn’t have any real reason to. Hate and
racist acts didn’t stop Hank Aaron, Barry
Bonds, Lee Haney, Ronnie Coleman, so
why should it stop Mayweather.
But back to my point, “us folks”
bashed him saying all manner of things
about this guy but nothing about the
greatness to which he has performed.
And to add insult to injury, after he totally
and completely dominated supposedly the

   

“real” pound for pound greatest in Pac,
y’all had the nerve to say it was rigged,
fixed, he ran the whole fight, Pac landed
the harder punches, etc, etc, etc.
Fact - Floyd 148 punches landed, Pac
81 punches landed. Fact – Floyd 34%
landed, Pac 19%. In the Sport of Boxing
contact equals points. Pac landed less
than 10% of the easiest punch in all of boxing, the jab.
Floyd is a computerized technical boxing expert in the ring and made Pac look
old, slow and aged.
They were saying that Pac was
stronger, faster, a better fighter in every
way compared to Floyd, but they forgot
one thing, Pac never fought anyone on
Floyd’s level.
We really need to take a closer look
and the political movement that they are
attempting to portray when it comes to us
achieving greatness and we should be giving more praise to our great athletes and
not fall into the snare laid before us.
Trust me; there is a connection between this falsehood and what is going on
in society.
The Black Lives Matter movement is
attempting to get us to see us for us. Not
what others say.
Did you know they base their logistics
of building prisons greatly on the math
scores of our third grade black boys?
Pipeline to prison is not a myth but a practice being perpetuated by us and we don’t
even see it under our own noses.
The next time a young black gifted athlete does something extraordinary, applaud them. I will be training my grand
babies and will make them champions in
the classrooms or home school rooms and
on the sports fields, courses, courts, etc.,
just like I did my son Xavier. In spite of the
hating and lying coaches here in south St.
Pete, he became PCAC 100 and 200
champ. Something only a handful of
sprinters did here in Pinellas County. He
also ran one of the greatest anchor legs of
the 4 x 100 I have ever seen, YouTube
2011 PCAC 4X1 ALMOST. I won’t get into
the particulars but the white AD at his
school told the black coach to kick my son
off the team for no reason but had the
nerve to be the first to congratulate him
the following morning after he won.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
The Apostolic Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness - 2800 41st Ave. N,
St. Pete
PSFEC Board Member | DJJ Chaplain
Circuit 6
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and over are obese
• Statistics from the CDC report
39.9 percent of non-Hispanic black or
African- American men 20 years and
over experience hypertension
• Statistics from the CDC report
44.5 percent of non-Hispanic black or
African American women 20 years
and over experience hypertension
However, even with statistics like
these at the tip of our leaders hands,
as opposed to putting politics aside,
as opposed to putting their disdain
for President Obama aside, in spite
of House Speaker Steve Crisafulli
providing his comrades with the
dates in August 2014 for their 60 day
regular session schedule beginning
on March 3, the House decided to
take it to the house on Tues., April 28
as opposed to Fri., May 1. They left
with their jobs undone. Just consider
what would happen if you or I decided on a whim we were going to
leave work on Tuesday as opposed to
working a full workweek. We would
be fired!
Family, if this isn’t a clear message that we have got to get off Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and turn
off “Empire,” “Scandal” and “Atlanta
Housewives” just to name a few, I
don’t know what clearer a message
we can receive than black lives just
don’t matter, and the only way we can
get someone to act on our behalf is
when they see us collectively acting
on our own behalf!
Maria L. Scruggs

The Weekly Challenger

OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
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Dear Editor,
What proved to be even a surprise move to the Florida Senate was
the Florida House members’ decision to end their legislative session
early! They simply called it a wrap
and left Tallahassee three days before the regular session was scheduled to end!
Why, you ask? They simply did
not want to pass legislation or a
budget that would significantly impact people of African Americans or
Hispanics, nor any legislation that
gave the appearance of supporting
The Affordable Care Act, otherwise
known as Obamacare.
Their decision to go home early
was not without catastrophic implication. They did not approve the state
budget nor did they approve legislation that could have potentially provided healthcare to almost 800,000
low-income individuals by expanding
Medicaid and funding for hospitals
who won’t turn anyone away!
This action occurred at a time
when African Americans’ health status seems to be in decline as evidenced below:
• “The African American death
rates are directly related to the state
of black America. America is experiencing a crisis in healthcare, obesity,
cancer, and other chronic and seriously fatal illnesses. This crisis like
most others has a greater affect in
the black community. They have less
access to appropriate health care and
that includes preventative care for
children and adults. So African Americans are not only more susceptible
to disease and illness, they are also
more likely to die from them. Even
when the incident rate is lower for a
particular disease such as Leukemia,
the black death rates are higher due
to lack of access to appropriate
health care.” http://blackdemographics.com/health-2/health/
• Statistics from the CDC report
37.9 percent of non-Hispanic black
or African-American men 20 years
and over are obese
• Statistics from the CDC report
57.6 percent non-Hispanic black or
African-American women 20 years

 

                     




They took it to the House early!

 
 
 

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Irene Johnson-Pridgen

Advertising Dept. 727-642-3499
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 47 • Number 37
Published Thursday,
May 7, 2015
14 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2015

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Local AKA Sorority members
celebrate 25 and 50 years of service
ORLANDO— Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
celebrated its 62nd South
Atlantic Regional Conference April 15-19 in Orlando at the Rosen Shingle
Creek Resort. More than
5,100 members dressed in
pink and green hailing
from Florida, Georgia and
South Carolina to attend
the event.
During the conference
weekend, members attended various workshops
focusing on economic and
social justice issues and
engaged in the sorority’s
2014-18 international program entitled “Launching
New Dimensions of Service.” The program addresses community needs
in five target areas: Educational enrichment, health
promotion,
family
strengthening, environmental ownership and
global impact
Several AKA Akademy
students attended the
HBCU College Fair sponsored by Disney. These
lovely young ladies contributed more than 2,108
backpacks to be donated
to students in the Orlando
area.
During the conference, Myrtle Williams and
Mildred Kennedy were
honored for 50 years of
service, and Shauna McCallister, Patrice Moore
and LaTonya Alexander
were honored for 25
years, all with the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Debts and debt collectors:
You have rights!
L to R - Patrice Moore, Mildred Kennedy,
Myrtle Williams, Shauna McCallister
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University. Led by International
President
Dorothy
Buchanan Wilson, the organization connects thousands of college-trained
women who give of themselves to support community service projects and
scholarship programs.
Hostess chapters for
the South Atlantic Regional Conference consist
of 16 graduate chapters
and 11 undergraduate
chapters from Florida.
The South Atlantic Region
is noted as the largest of
the 10 regions in the
sorority.
The region, under the
leadership of 18th Re-

LaTonya Alexander
gional Director Sharon
Brown Harriott, is comprised of 165 graduate and
undergraduate chapters
and over 10,000 members.
With a membership internationally of over
285,000 women, the sorority has more than 975
chapters in the United
States, the Caribbean,
Canada, Germany, Japan,
Korea and South Africa.

Omega Psi Phi talent hunt program
a success

A good credit rating is very important. Businesses inspect your credit history when they evaluate your
applications for credit, insurance and
even leases.
They can use
it when they
choose to give
or deny you
credit or insurance, provided
you receive
fair and equal
treatment.
S o m e times, things
happen that can cause credit problems:
a temporary loss of income, an illness,
even a computer error. Solving credit
problems may take time and patience,
but it doesn’t have to be an ordeal. And
you don’t have to face the challenges
alone.
Neighborhood Home Solutions
(NHS) offers free assistance in addressing collection problems. Because you are
responsible for your debts, if you fall behind in paying your creditors, or if an
error is made on your account, you may
be contacted by a “debt collector,” any
person, other than the creditor, who regularly collects debts owed to others, including lawyers who collect debts on a
regular basis. You have the right to be
treated fairly by debt collectors.
As noted, a financial crisis can happen to anyone. And it is important to understand your rights and not become
overwhelmed. The Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act (FDCPA) applies to personal, family and household debts. This
includes money you owe for the pur-

chase of a car, for medical care or for
charge accounts. The FDCPA prohibits
debt collectors from engaging in unfair,
deceptive, or abusive practices while collecting
these
debts. Under the
FDCPA:
• Debt collectors may contact
you only between
8 a.m. and 9 p.m.
• Debt collectors may not contact you at work if
they know your
employer disapproves.
• Debt collectors may not harass, oppress, or abuse you.
• Debt collectors may not lie when
collecting debts.
• Debt collectors must identify themselves to you on the phone.
• Debt collectors must stop contacting you if you ask them to do so in writing.
`Learn more about your consumer
rights and how to resolve collection issues by contacting NHS at (727) 8216897, or stop by at 1600 Dr. M.L.K. Jr. St.
S. in St Petersburg.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Hardest-Hit
Fund, Pinellas County Community Development, and the City of St. Petersburg.
Sources for this article include the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) and GTE Financial Community Education.

BY TOM PACKER
Guest Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi FraternityEta Rho Chapter presented its annual talent
hunt program at the
Enoch Davis Recreation
Center April 30. The
evening was filled with anticipation and excitement
as the students took the
stage to showcase their
talents.
The event is a national
mandated program held
throughout the nation for
the purpose of selecting
one accomplished student
to represent the various
local chapters. This year’s
winner was Gibbs High
School senior Angelina
Brower.
Angelina treated the
audience to a beautiful
vocal composition of Les
Berceaux, by Gabriel
Faure. She will represent
Eta Rho Chapter in September at the fraternity’s
annual State of Florida Organizational meeting. The
meeting will take place in

Angelina Brower
Orlando and she will compete against young people
from around the state.
As students successfully compete at the state
and district levels, they
qualify for full college
scholarship consideration.
Angelina is a senior honor
student with future plans
of attending Oklahoma
City University, where she
will major in Musical The-


 

ater.
This year’s Talent
Hunt Chairman Brother
Tom Packer, wishes to
thank
the
chapter
Basileus, Ivan Tucker, the
Talent Hunt Committee,
all participants from the
Pinellas County Center of
the Arts and Dr. Cody
Clark for his unwavering
support.

Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Head Start/Early Head Start
Lutheran Services Florida
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Invitation for Bid
PINELLAS HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
Scope of Work: This Invitation for Bid is to solicit individuals/groups
that operate high, quality licensed child care programs to potentially
open and run a full day/full year Head Start/Early Head Start program
that follows Federal, State, and County standards. The Head Start and
Early Head Start program is a comprehensive program that provides
child development and educational services, incorporating the curriculum and assessment tools which are used throughout the classroom and
promotes socialization activities in accordance with the Head Start Act.
The Agency is required to hold a Child Care license with the Florida
Department of Children & Families, and participate in the USDA
Child Care Food Program. An informational meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 5:30 pm.
Please complete the Pre-Determination packet can be found at:
: http://headstart.lsfnet.org/Pages/Invitation-To-Bid.aspx
Mail or e-mail the completed Pre-Determination packet no later than
May 11, 2015 at 5:00 pm to:
Patricia McCann, Patricia.McCann@lsfnet.org
cc: Laurie Kowalski, Laurie.Kowalski@lsfnet.org
Lutheran Services Florida Inc.
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Largo, Florida 33771
Request for: Head Start and Early Head Start Child Care Partners in
Pinellas County
Response Deadline: May 11, 2015/ 5:00 pm

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing
programs for owner-occupied single family households. The City offers
zero percent (0%) interest loans for: 1) home repairs and 2) to first time
homebuyer’s for down payment and closing cost assistance. Homeowners
must be income eligible to qualify. For complete program requirements
go to the City’s Housing and Community Development (“HCD”) website
at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.asp
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 893-7247
or via email at Housing@stpete.org.
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Education and tasting event
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
first annual Education & Tasting Event (E.A.T.) kicked off
last month with area specialist
giving out sound advice when
it comes to the health of local
residents, especially African
Americans.
“Diabetes is almost up to
the number one killer of people of color,” said retired registered nurse and educator
Catherine Crumbs, who
spoke on the subject of diabetes. Before diabetes was
discovered, those inflicted by
it would often die, especially
babies born to diabetic mothers.
She emphasized the history of African Americans
who in the infant stages of understanding the disease
would lose family members
without knowing why. Segregation played a big part. With
African Americans not allowed into all hospitals and
doctor’s offices, a lot of times
they would die without knowing the cause.
“That’s a secret history,
and that’s part of the problem,” said Crumbs who also

believes that the older generations believed they were
being cursed by God when
they acquired certain diseases.
But registered nurses
(RN) were on hand to help
make sense of all the advancements in technology and research on diabetes and even
hypertension.
Retired RN Barbara
Stockton got the audience
going with her presentation of
exercises she learned by
watching “Sit and Be Fit” on
WUSF-TV. Each morning
Stockton, who had open-heart
surgery in 2006 and also has
diabetes, exercises her body
to help control not only her
weight but her medication as
well.
“I’m here today because I
learned how to take control of
my illness,” she said. She is
down to just two insulin shots
a day from the five she used
to take. She plans for the doctor to soon reduce that as
well. “A lot of the doctors
didn’t think I was gonna make
it, but I’m still here today.”
Although she made sure
to give out a lengthy disclaimer, admitting the exer-

cise program may not be for
everyone, she couldn’t help
but to encourage those who
are restricted in their exercise
regimen to give it a try.
“Some of us cannot do
that five mile walk anymore,”
chimed in RN Nancy Holcomb. She wants residents to
be proactive and take advantage of the resources the
community has to offer, as
well as to help one another
out in the inspiration department. “We can encourage
those who can’t.”
Jessica Mon’e, a cardiovascular nurse at The Heart
Failure Support Group,
touched on the negative affect
salt has on the body leading to
serious conditions, such as
hypertension, heart failure,
and kidney failure. “Your
body has to work harder in
order to compensate for too
much salt in our body,” she
said.
The American Heart Association (AHA) recommends 1500mg of sodium
intake a day for individuals,
excluding competitive athletes and firefighters who lose
large amounts of sodium in
their sweat. If Americans

would decrease their overall
sodium intake to the recommended level, the AHA projects it could save over a
million lives in the next ten
years.
Mon’e cautioned that it
doesn’t take much to reach
the 1500mg limit. “That’s
three-fourths of a teaspoon,
so you can imagine what
you’re putting on your food
when you’re cooking,” she
said. “That [adds up to] a lot.”
Mon’e proceeded to quiz
the audience on how much
sodium is hidden in some of
their favorite foods to prove
her point. Eager participants
played along as she had them
envisioning holiday dinners
or a family picnic. Most
wouldn’t think that piling their
plate with corn on the cob,
collard greens, mashed potatoes and some chicken would
result with hypertension, but
when you start to add up the
sodium, the results are somewhat alarming.
With a cup of collard
greens cooked with pork containing a whopping 353mg of
sodium, a huge chunk of the
daily intake is already being
used up. A serving of canned

carrots measured 552 mg,
while a cup of baked beans
equaled 871mg.
How much in one slice of
ham? Well Mon’e recited an
unbelievable 1417 mg of
sodium.
“You really want to think
about how much sodium is in
that food there,” she said signifying the biggest offenders
being canned foods. Packed
with preservatives, consumers can be fooled into
thinking they’re eating
healthy, when indeed they are
contributing to their health issues.
Cynthia Tomalin, a peer
community advocate for the
Healthy Start Project at All
Children’s Hospital and John
Hopkins, is mostly concerned
with reducing the infant mortality rate in the city, particularly amongst black women
who she states have a three
times higher rate of dying
than any other race. Currently she is enrolling females
aged 14-45 in a program that
will help to educate them on
how to be healthier.
“We are highest at risk for
hypertension, diabetes, obesity, poor nutrition, a lack of

exercise and stress,” said
Tomalin who acknowledges
this is a national issue. Locally
women living in the 33711,
33712, 33713,337 01 and
33705 area codes have the
highest incidences of loss.
But the tasting part of the
day was by far the fan favorite.
With a countless amount of
healthy foods to try, All Children’s Hospital’s Fit for All
Kids Manager, Kellie Gilmore
hoped the fun event would encourage others to take a look
at their food choices and
make better ones.
One way she hopes to get
families involved is with a
cook-off entitled, “Mom and
Me,” in which both adults and
kids will get a chance to test
their healthy cooking skill and
compete for prizes. Gift cards
from Publix, Kohls and even
Toys R Us will be up for
grabs.
Check out how to
sign up by going to
www.fit4allkids.org, but you
better hurry as preregistration is required if you want to
be part of the cook off.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Caring for grandparents raising grandchildren
TAMPA BAY — When
we think about a grandparent
and the role grandparents
play it evokes many thoughts
of joy, warmth and comfort.
Reflections of a touch, warm
hug or kiss on the forehead,
the taste of a treat from another time, culture or tradition, the sound of a
comforting voice, the song or
story from times past and a
feeling of connection to who
we are.
Grandparents bond families by maintaining our sense
of culture, traditions, ethnic
identity, religion and history.
They have long enjoyed
reaching the end of the long
road to retirement and beginning their new role that relishes taking part in spoiling
grandchildren, watching a
music or dance recital, or
graduation ceremony before
leaving for that long dreamed
upon travel destination.
The next generation of

grandparents will look much
different from those previous
times. The baby boomer generation is getting challenges
from all directions when it
comes to family care giving
roles.
Many
grandparents
preparing for their retirement
and dreams of leisure activities, traveling and vacationing
are stopped in their tracks as
they are being asked to take
on the full-time long term
care of a family member.
Grandparents
are
younger than previous generations and find themselves
caring for their aging parents
and now their grandchildren.
There are close to 7 million
children being raised by
grandparents nationally.
The state of Florida ranks
among the highest number
of children in the care of
grandparents and the need is
growing. The result of substance abuse, domestic vio-

lence, mental illness, homelessness, child abuse and
neglect in these worsening
economic times are leading
child welfare officials to reach
out to more and more grandparents.
Nationally, this role is
identified as “kinship care,”
grandparents raising grandchildren or relatives raising
kin. Census data from 2010
continues to track the growing numbers nationally of
grandparents raising grandchildren and there are many
unique challenges in the next
generation of grand parenting.
The prescription pill
abuse epidemic in Florida
has been well documented in
the media outlets and grandparents are coming to the
rescue. Law enforcement officials acknowledge that
grandparents are often the
first to step forward to take
on the care of their grand-

children but with that decision many challenges appear.
Grandparents are asked
to provide the emotional support and address the often
neglected needs of the children such as health care and
academics. Grandparents
quickly have to put back on
their parenting hats and
jump back into a role that
they retired from so many
years ago.
They face new challenges of connecting with the
new high tech and pop culture generation of children
and teens and the world of
the internet. Grandparents
are asked to find the strength
and stamina to raise infants,
toddlers, school age children
and teens and many times
more than one child.
Grandparents are learning quickly the financial impact in their home and the
emotional toll to themselves
and their relationships with
family and friends.
Caring for grandparents
raising grandchildren is crucial. Grandparents raising

grandchildren,
primarily
grandmothers have income
that is likely to be at or below
the state poverty levels and
often have poorer general
health in comparison to other
women in their age range.
These factors impact the
level of stress in the home
and the likelihood that children will enter the foster care
system.
The good news is that
there are many wonderful
and exciting programs and
attention being brought to
communities to support
grandparents. Throughout
the there are caregiver support groups, supportive services and housing programs
aimed at grandparents raising grandchildren.
The Tampa Bay area has
a wealth of resources to educate and support grandparents such as the Kinship
Services Network (KSN), a
program of The Children’s
Home, Inc. The KSN program funded locally by the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County, The Chil-

dren’s Board of Hillsborough
County and the United Way
Suncoast, offers in-home
supportive case management to help families navigate and link to the services
they need most often, such
as counseling, legal assistance, financial aid and public
benefits, respite care and
emotional support.
KSN offers monthly support groups and family activities throughout the county
for fellowship with other
grandparents, educational
seminars and fun. Caring for
caregivers by acknowledging
grandparents efforts to save
their kin re-ignites the joy
and warmth back to their
role as a grandparent. For
more information call 1-888920-8761 or visit www.childrenshome.org
State and Nat’l information
and resources on grandfamilies
at www.childrenshome.org,
www.grandfactsheets.org,
www.grandfamilies.org,
www.gu.org and www.extention.org
See ad on page 9.
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Blast from the past

Do you recognize the people in these photographs? If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local athlete hits the big time

 


From DRAFT page 1

had a front row seat.
“He was an amazing student. He was a hardworking
kid on and off the field,” said
Principal Robert Vicari, who
did admit Dante had to be
checked sometimes. “Dante
would make his own plays
every once in a while, so you
had to contain him and keep
him on course.”
Vicari took some time to
calculate, and of course
speculate, what Dante’s
signing bonus would be.
“His signing bonus will
probably be close to what
two years of salaries are for
the entire school, from custodians to administrators to
teachers and counselors,”
he laughed.
With all that money, Vicari hopes that he will surround himself with good
people, hold on to his money
and finish his education.
“You are a superstar one day
and the next day, God forbid,
something could happen to
change your whole life,” he
cautioned.
Basketball Coach Anthony Lawrence taught him
in a FCAT language arts
class and tried to get him to
play basketball, but Dante
was strictly a gridiron guy.
“He was a lot of fun and
had a lot of character. He did
what he needed to do. He always had a smile on his face
and I enjoyed having him in
class,” said Lawrence.
Dante’s father, Dante
Fowler, Sr., is one proud father who believes hard work
and tough love is the only
way to train up a child.
“We are working people
who believe in good morals
and doing what is right,” he
said. “As a parent, tough
love means putting our children in a position for them
to achieve and do well.”

Tough love is what has
propelled Dante and his siblings to strive and achieve
dreams unimaginable, and
both of his parents worked
hard at it.
“Sometimes it means
making our children do
work that they don’t want to
do, or coming to the school
to be an advocate for my
child. In our house, Dante’s
mom and I tried to have balance for him and our other
children,” said Fowler, Sr.
“We understood that he enjoyed life and it sometimes
became a thin line to a problem. It is our responsibility
to help him figure some
things out until such time
that he has to figure them
out for himself.”
That time has swiftly
come upon him. Now, as a
professional football player,
Dante will take all the love,
life lessons and fun times
and carve out a great life for
himself.
“As parents we want to
help educate other parents
and kids on rules and snags
that we learned,” said
Fowler, Sr. “If we can catch
kids by the eighth grade and
help them to understand
that it’s education first and
football second, then we’ll
see a lot of success stories.”
His father said that
Dante had challenges, but
went on to do well at Florida.
He is one class from graduation and had a 3.0 grade
point average for the semester.
“I thank God for the
struggles that became lessons; however, every lesson
learned don’t have to come
from a struggle,” he said.
Dante’s new lesson is
how to tackle running backs
and sack quarterbacks. That
road he has traveled well.

 


Courtesy of
Dante Fowler, Sr.

  


       
       
 
 
       

         

 
      

 
 
 



 


Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S.
section 865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned, desiring to engage in business under
the fictitious name of PDL TIGERS, INC., located
at 2822 54th Ave. S. Suite 232 in the city of St.
Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State of Florida,
33712, intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 7 day of May
2015, Marshal D. Sullivan, 4365 Trout Drive, S. E.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705. Publish date of May 7, 2015.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Shampoo Me
Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)
2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875
Coupon expires 5/21/15

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

 











   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
EAT, PLAY, SHOP and LIVE healthier
From HEALTH page 1

said. “And it really impacts all
of our lives.”
Her doctoral studies focused on health law and policy, and among many things
she learned that coverage
does not necessarily equal access—but awareness, engagement and advocacy do,
Tomalin explained.
“So we introduce Healthy
St. Pete!” she announced. It’s
a community engagement
and empowerment initiative
that’s designed to help us all
live, play, eat and shop healthier.”
Tomalin noted that according to a county health
ranking system, Pinellas
placed 33rd out of the 67
Florida counties.
“Right in the middle of the
pack,” she said. “Which may
not necessarily be bad, but it
certainly isn’t St. Pete. We
don’t do middle of the pack.
We certainly don’t settle there.
We lead! We set the standard!”
She noted that even
chronic illnesses and conditions can be mitigated or even
prevented with the right doses
of awareness, education and
engagement. The launching
of this initiative is a culture
shift, Tomalin affirmed, as the
community will move from a
historic approach of thinking
about our health when it is
leaving to a more proactive approach that prevents illness
and perpetuates a constant
state of well being.
“As we become a healthier
city,” she said, “we’ll see a positive impact on our economy,
on our efforts to eradicate
poverty, on education, productivity and we’ll see an undeniable impact on quality of life.”
Acting emcee of the festivities was Norton Robert,
Recreation Supervisor with
the City of St. Petersburg.
“Healthy St. Pete is
founded upon the principles of
the World Health Organization,” he said, “so this is a lot
bigger than just us! We’re one
of the cities making the initiative to really be one of the

healthiest cities in not only
Florida but in America.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
who was on hand to laud the
efforts of Tomalin in this program, explained that the
Healthy St. Pete initiative is really part of a much broader
focus to improve the lives of
the residents of this city.
“We can’t truly be a great
city and really be that city of
opportunity if we’re not a
healthy city, if were not an active city,” the mayor said. “And
we know that so many of our
residents can’t prosper if
they’re in poor health. You
can’t go to work if you’re sick.”
The mayor told the assembled crowd that Tomalin, with
her background and her energy, is the right person to
lead us in moving forward
with this initiative.
“This is a person who has
put their heart, their soul,
their passion, their energy and
their caring into this city. And
this initiative really is a
demonstration of that because
she cares about everyone,” he
attested. “I couldn’t be more
proud of her than I am today!”
Some of the participating
partners at the event included
the American Heart Association, Moffitt Cancer Center,
Committee to Advocate for
Persons with Impairments,
along with free blood pressure
screenings by St. Petersburg
Fire and Rescue and a healthy
snack cooking demo by students from Lakewood High
School Health squad as part of
All Children’s Hospital’s
Fit4AllKids program.
“Together we’ll shift our
culture and come to be known
as one of our nation’s healthiest cities and it starts with a
single step,” Tomalin said as
she and the mayor led the
crowd on a walk through
downtown.
Go to Healthystpetefl.com
for more information.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Now Living Victorious
Ministries, Inc.
“Imagine Me...”
Three Part Series
Men and Women Conference
• Saturday, June 13, 2015 @ 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Johnson Branch Library, 1059 18th Avenue South, St. Pete, Florida
Session One Theme: “From Pain 2 Purpose” A Drama Presentation
Scripture: Psalms 107:2
• Saturday, August 15, 2015 @ 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Johnson Branch Library, 1059 18th Avenue South, St. Pete, Florida
Session Two Theme: “Finding Peace with my Past“
Scripture: Luke 22:31-32
• Saturday, September 12, 2015 @ 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
South Branch Library, 2300 Roy Hanna Drive South, St. Pete, Florida
Session Three Theme: “Focus on your Vison/Dreams & Impact your Future”
Scripture: Proverbs 29:18
• Saturday, October 10, 2015 @ 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Johnson Branch Library, 1059 18th Avenue South, St. Pete, Florida
Closing Session: “Moving Forward towards My Destiny”
Scripture: Philippians 3:12-14
If you would like to Donate to this Ministry for the Three Part Series Conference, please feel free
to call, Missionary Valerie L. Miller at: (813) 562-3804. Now Living Victorious Ministries
is a Faith Based Non- Profit Organization that Advocate, Educate and Empower Victims &
Survivors of Domestic Violence, Child Abuse & Neglect, Elderly Abuse, Emotional & Sexual Abuse.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Relay for Life: Survivor strong
From LIFE, page 1

as her voice boomed. “I
want to recognize the survivors first thing.”
The cause is near and
dear to her heart having
witnessed her own fatherin-law along with a dear
friend battle the deadly disease.
“This is why I relay,”
said Carter.
The “C” word no one
ever wants to hear they
have; being diagnosed with
the disease can cause lives
to break apart as families
struggle with the medical
process that follows. The
necessary surgeries, the
chemotherapy, radiation
treatments and the drugs
all in an effort to eradicate
the invader that promises to
take away family, friends
and self.
A dreary disposition for
sure. But cancer survivors
have one thing that newly
diagnosed patients tend to
lose, at least at first – hope.
Each one thankful for their
life and ultimately positive

about their journey. Sure
they admit in hindsight the
cure was bad, but they have
a sense of peace knowing
they came out a winner. So
they walk to bring hope to
those who have none, to
help those still struggling to
come out on top.
Linda Pondexter-Gidron
was diagnosed with colon
cancer about three years
ago on Valentine’s Day. She
had no chemo or radiation,
but lost about a foot of her
colon. “I am happy and glad
today,” she said. “I am cancer free.”
Although it’s been eight
years since Cheryl Clinton
was diagnosed and cleared
of the disease, she still can
remember when she found
out. Just nine weeks before
her wedding day, Clinton
was shattered, but remained optimistic and went
on with her plans to marry.
But it was on her honeymoon, after her treatments
that she can never forget.
“My hair fell out on my

honeymoon…seriously,”
she laughed. Her romantic
trip to Saint Lucia a reminder of the harrowing ordeal she endured. “It was all
good,” she finished.
As DJ Maurice dropped
beats, survivors from every
walk of life were joined in
one cause, one mission: to
overcome and defy cancer.
Many had similar stories.
Breast cancer survivors,
some having lumpectomies
others mastectomies to rid
their bodies of the killer
cells.
Some
underwent
chemo, others radiation
therapy, most of them both.
The underlining message
that rang true with every
woman’s recount of their
struggle was that they are
grateful to be alive and to be
living cancer clear.
Bertha Ruth is a 10 year
survivor of stage one breast
cancer.
Discovering a
lump, she immediately
went to see her doctor only
to be told it was a sebaceous

cyst.
“A lot of times women
do have those,” she said.
So for three years Ruth
diligently had her mammograms and each time she
was told there were no worries. But a nurse practitioner found the lump on
one of Ruth’s yearly visits
and decided to do an ultrasound just to be sure.
“That’s how they discovered it,” said Ruth who
counts herself as lucky to
be alive. The cancer had remained in stage one over
the years. “Evidently it was
a slow growing cancer;
three years…I could have
been in stage four and
dead,” she said.
Early detection is the
key to a higher survival
rate, especially if a cancer is
aggressive. Nettie Jackson,
a breast cancer survivor
since 2004 can attest to that.
“I had only four treatments because mine was
caught very early,” said
Jackson who feels the only

way to combat cancer is to
get all your test in and not
to waste time. Her cancer
was detected in its early
stage and she had portions
of her infected breast removed. Fortunately, she
was still able to have reconstructive surgery after her
modified mastectomy.
“It was rough, but it was
OK,” she said. “I’m healthy
and advocating for early detection.”
However, not all cancers
can be detected with conventional methods. Diagnosed in 1999 with
inflammatory breast cancer, which is very rare and
not diagnosed with a lump,
Evelyn Daniels wants
women to know the signs
and not depend on their
doctor’s knowledge.
“You can have a mammogram and it will show
that you are clear and you
can be at stage four. It can
look like a rash or a bug
bite; you can have swollen
lymph nodes under your

arm or an inverted nipple,”
she explained. “When you
go to a doctor they might
send you to a dermatologist
thinking it is an infection.
Meanwhile it is spreading
rapidly.”
Daniels’ cancer was
caught at stage three B and
the survivor rate at that
time was about 16 percent
for living only five years. “I
am really blessed to be still
surviving.”
Since the cancer is on
the skin, the breast and infected lymph nodes must
be removed. In Daniels
case she had a mastectomy,
12 lymph nodes taken out
and underwent chemo and
radiation. She has been cancer clear for 15 year.
For more information
on the American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life
events that still remain
throughout the county, go
to relay.acsevents.org and
click on find an event.

LIFE, continued on page 10
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RELAY-FOR-LIFE
From LIFE, page 9

Linda Pondexter-Gidron

Bertha Ruth

Doris Roundtree –
Diagnosed with breast
cancer in 2000, she had
a lumpectomy and
endured four surgeries,
chemo and radiation.
She has been cancer
clear since 2004.

Lameka Foster –
Diagnosed March 2014
with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. Went
through chemo and is
now cancer clear.

Cheryl Clinton

Pat Kelly – Diagnosed
on March 25, 2008, with
breast cancer. She went
through chemo and
radiation, and was
cancer clear within the
same year.

Elaine Bradley –
Diagnosed around
July 2014, she had a
double mastectomy
with breast
reconstruction last Sept.
She is cancer free for
seven months.

Tina Waller - Diagnosed
with stage one triple
negative breast cancer
on February 6, 2011.
By the time she got into
surgery on Feb. 21, she
was already at stage
three. She underwent
three different types
of chemotherapy
along with radiation.
She is cancer clear,
but has permanent
nerve damage from
the chemo.

Carol Tim – Diagnosed
with breast cancer in
2005 and 2010. In 2005
she had a lumpectomy
on her left side and
underwent four rounds
of chemo and radiation.
In 2010 she was
diagnosed with triple
negative cancer and
endured a lumpectomy
on her other breast and
went through chemo
and radiation again.

Thelma Donald Diagnosed on February
14, 2008, with breast
cancer, it was detected
early and she was
able to rid her body
of the disease by just
taking a pill.

Kanesha Howard —
Diagnosed when she
was 15 years old with
lymphoma, she went
through six weeks of
chemo, and was
cancer clear after
the treatments.

Annie Roberson –
Diagnosed with cancer
eight years ago. She
went through four
aggressive treatments
and four non-aggressive
treatments of chemo,
which left her with
diabetes. At 80 years
old, she has been eight
years cancer clear.

Nettie Jackson

Evelyn Daniels
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RELAY-FOR-LIFE






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 




    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay








 
 

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling




Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County









 



Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

  



   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD
BE HERE!




 



 





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com





 


 


Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Contact:


 



 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays







  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

10:30 a.m.




 
 
 



  

Victory Christian Center Church










Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

 

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Empowerment Ministries
Reaching Out From
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Church
Invites you to join Rev. Sarah Edwards
“Think Like A Woman - Act Like A Lady”
Discipleship Bible Study
Wednesdays 7 pm • Fellowship Hall – Room 2
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33713
Dr. Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
727-323-5017
“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” [Jeremiah 6:14]

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.








 


 
  



 


 
   

   






  
 

 


 




  


 





  



 
 


 

 


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

 
   
    
   
  


Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence



Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its
pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to
the community at large,
its wish that there would
be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as
its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of
God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.
Events for May
May 10 - Mother’s
Day-Men of the Church
in Charge of Services
8:00 a.m. Special Breakfast for all Mothers Sponsored
by
the

Brotherhood Ministry.
Held in the St. Mark Fellowship Hall. - Right
Hand of Fellowship following morning worship
May 18 - Pizza Ministry at 6:00 p.m. featuring
Bible Scavenger
Hunt, Bible Study, Kickball, and much more!
May 25 - Memorial
Day: Church Office
Closed
May 27-30 - Congress
No. 2 Host Church First
Baptist, Sun City, FL
May 31 - 5th Sunday
Mission emphasis: Operation Love & Back to
School Bash
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held
for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday
school starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Baptist
Training

Friendship MBC
Union is each Sunday:
5:00 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to come out to study
the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are
held every Tuesday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays:
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible
Study
every
Wednesday evening: 7:00
p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st &
3rd Wednesday of each
month: 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under
the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extend
an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible
Study
and
Teen
Summit/Children Rising
are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity, building a
stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all
ages and interests. We also
encourage the community
to make use of our Prayer
Line (727) 321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry

is presenting Tony Evans
“Kingdom Man” This is a
study on the principles of
biblical manhood. Kingdom Man challenges and
equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position over what God has
given them. The Laymen
Ministry of Bethel Metropolitan invites all men to
join them in this journey.
The study is every Tuesday at 6 pm.
The Scholarship Ministry is preparing for The
Elizabeth Howard Scholarship Banquet scheduled
for Sat., May 23 at 6 p.m.
This event helps us to
endow our graduates with
scholarships for college
and technical education.
We encourage you to join
us and share in this annual
event. Call church office
for additional information.
Faith Bible Institute
(FBI):2015
The Great Commis-

sion commands every
Church to teach every
member all things that
Christ commanded (Mt
28: 19-20). The enrollment for the Fall Semester (July 2015) is now
open. This is an intensified 3 year Bible study.
The students will study
every book and every
major doctrine of the
Bible. The application
and registration fee of is
due at enrollment. Tuition can be paid at the
first class or can be a
payment plan. Interested
applicants can pick up a
brochure from the
church office..
“Knowing Jesus Christ
in 2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-3270554 Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

To the COMMUNITY
AT-LARGE, YOU ARE INVITED TO COME AND
TAKE THIS JOURNEY
WITH US. The Friendship Missionar y Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Of ficial
Family and the entire
Church Family extend to
you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship ser vice,
and
Sunday
Church
School at 9:30 am. Pray
for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform,
and
Bereaved
Families.
Friendship is a warm
Christian community of
members, regular attenders and friends who are
committed to embodying
message of God's unconditional Love and the
teachings of Jesus Christ
in the church, in our community and in the world!
We are tr uly a church
committed to doing “whatever it takes” to become
that “city on a hill” that
cannot be hidden! Our
weekly activities include:
Ever y Wednesday – Bread
of Life Ministr y, Noon
Day Bible Study and 7:00
pm Bible Study. Know
that you have an open invitation to join us in the
Study of God's Word. Applauds Applauds to Sis.
Cynthia Pierce, Women's
Ministr y Leader and The
Women's Ministr y for pre-

senting such an OUTSTANDING
ANNUAL
TEA AND THE LAYMEN
OF FRIENDSHIP FASHION SHOW. The Laymen,
GQ has nothing on the
Men of the Ship, Mr. High
Fashion Rober t Mobley,
and his buddy Mr. Rober t
Davis, spor ts and dress
for the Success, watch it
now, Minister Keith Riggins gave us alittle spor ts
and his Sunday Best, and
the Church said Amen Attire. But the show Stopper was Dr. Henr y Oliver,
High Stepping in his Formal Attire, first he gave us
a one-two punch with his
White Formal Jacket and
Black slacks, and then he
came back with Black
Tails and a cane, for the
TKO. Our Hats go of f to
Sisters Lisa Cr um and
Halicia Davis, the Fashion
Coordinators.
MONTH OF MAY: NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
TODAY at 12:00 Noon
May 7 – 7:00 pm – Dea.
Lee Otis Jenkins Memorial Ser vice – Brother of
Dea. Lenton Jenkins, Jr.,
Sis. Oliver Lamber t, Sis.
Ruby “Cookie” Butler and
Alisha Jenkins – Funeral
Ser vice will be held at
Beulah Baptist Church in
Atlanta, GA, Saturday,
May 9, 2015 at 11:00 am.
May 9 – 4:00 pm – The
Laymen
Ministr y
of
Friendship – Celebrate
the Mothers of the Ship.
MAY 10 – “HAPPY

MOTHER'S DAY”
May 11 – 7:00 pm - 87th
Church Anniversar y Committee Meeting. All Committee
Members
are
asked to be present and
on time. Thank you, Sis.
Loretha Blair Chair and
Sis. Cynthia Henderson,
Co-Chair.
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transpor tation
Ministr y – (727) 906-8300
and LEAVE YOUR INFORMATION.
Thought for the Week:
There is nothing more
Beautiful and Power ful to
see than a Mother kneeing in Prayer for her Children.
Don't let “THE SHIP”
sail without YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionar y
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Church Of fice:
(727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
We are not “live
streaming.” Visit Our
Website:
www.fmbctheship.net and click on the
pastor’s image at the top
of the page. Also, USTREAM
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries. Wednesday Bible
Study – Noonday and 6 p.m.
A special community choir
is being formed for the National Day of Prayer Service on
May 7 at Gibbs High. If you
want to be a part of this choir
join us for rehearsal on April 30
at 7 p.m. here at Mt. Zion. You
don’t have to be a member of
the choir or the church to participate.
The National Day of Prayer
is Thurs., May 7. The Seven x7
churches, and all of South St.
Pete will come together at
Gibbs High School gym at 6:30
p.m. to pray for our city, our
families and our nation.
Sistahs Surviving Breast

Cancer and the Mt. Zion
Women’s Ministry are hosting
“The Many Faces of Mothers!”
Mother’s Day Brunch, on Sat.,
May 9 in the 2nd floor Dining
Room. Tickets are $15 Children under 5 are FREE . Tickets are on sale in front of the
church. Bless that special
woman in your life and join her
for this Mother’s Day Tribute.
May is the month we honor
our great Pastor, Rev. Louis
Murphy. This is the time for us
to show how much we love,
support, and appreciate all he
does for our church and our
families. Plan to join us on
Wed., May 20 at the Pastor’s
Anniversary Celebration Service and Dinner. Please RSVP to
the church office by 5/13.
Teens ages between 16 21 as of April 24th may be eligible for a summer job
through the Summer Youth

Intern Program. Teens can
pick up an application at the
church office. This program
is sponsored by Boley Centers, Inc.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
(Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit
our website and let’s get connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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Pastors were given a chance to save lives
From LIFELINK, page 1

sue that can be used for
transplants. Since someone
usually needs to pass away
in order to donate their organs, great care and sensitivity
are
taken
by
LifeLink® to ensure they
are facilitating in the
process of retrieval when
the time comes.
Dori Blanc is the Hospital Development Liaison
with the LifeLink® Foundation. She serves 15 counties in west Florida and is
always looking for ways to
promote organ donation.
“In the African-American community we have
the greatest need, but we
are the least willing to donate,” she said. “That has to
change.”
One way that the organization is getting the message out is to reach out to
local pastors. The room
was filled with church officials hearing firsthand testimonials from people on
both ends of the donation
process.
Kidney transplant recipient
Janice
StarlingWilliams replayed the 14
years she spent on the wait-

ing list. The average length
of time someone waits differs due to varying factors,
but one can expect to find a
match in a few years.
“I went through denial,
disbelief, shock,” said Starling-Williams when she
first found out. She was
mad and would cry thinking she was all alone. “But
then I remembered God.”
Through her faith, she
found the courage and determination to persevere
while she waited for that allimportant organ that would
eventually change her life.
But she knows others need
some help along the way.
She formed a support
group that even helps kidney patients pay their light
bill if they run into problems.
“I know the hardships
of dialysis,” she said, hoping those listening would
hear her and become a registered donor.
Reverend Julius Wynn
of Highland Missionary
Baptist Church in Tampa
made the trip across the
bridge to speak of the importance of donors. With a

heavy heart having just
weeks ago lost a grandchild, he still wanted to
come and tell of his experience as an organ recipient.
“Every opportunity I
get to share the important
work that LifeLink® does I
take advantage,” he said.
On dialysis for some two
and a half years, it was a
parishioner who stepped up
to give a kidney as she witnessed week in and week
out his struggle to get
through his sermons.
“I would have to go outside and throw up,” he said.
Wynn thought his brother
would be a match, but as it
turned out, God was on his
side. “What an awesome
commitment.”
Wynn’s favorite bumper
sticker touts the need for
organs to be here on Earth
where they can save lives.
But although the greatest
need for organs goes to
African Americans who disproportionately suffer from
hypertension and diabetes
which ultimately lead to
renal failure, they are the
most unrepresented race
when it comes to dona-

tions.
“A lot of black people
will say, ‘I was born with
these organs and I’m going
to die with these organs,’”
stated Rev. Wynn.
Lee Ann Crane was on
hand to give her experience with organ donation.
“I believe that the love
in a mother’s heart cannot
be measured,” she said
pointing out something
everyone has in common,
love for family.
Finding herself a single
mom of two sons, Crane’s
relationship with her sons
intensified as their circumstances changed, strengthening the bonds of their
love. “It was just the three
of us, our little family.”
So when the phone call
came notifying her that her
older son Henry, just barely
21, was hit by a car while
riding
his
bike
in
Gainesville where he was a
senior at the University of
Florida (UF), her whole life
changed again.
Henry would no longer
sing like he did in the youth
choir, nor would he continue his work in the Cam-

pus Crusade for Christ that
he was involved in at UF.
He would no longer read
the bible out loud to comfort his mother or brother
Austin.
After a multitude of
tests and procedures it was
determined Henry’s body
would no longer function.
He would not recover from
his injuries.
Crane and both her
boys had discussed just a
few years earlier what they
would want if ever one of
them were hurt beyond repair. His living will helped
to save at least three lives
and gave peace to Crane
knowing that her son’s
death brought someone
else life. LifeLink® handled
the organ donation with
what Crane cites as respect
and compassion.
“My darling son was
such a blessing to those
who knew him,” she said
trying to hold back tears, at
times not being able to stop
the emotion from escaping.
“His gifts of life are now
blessing many more who
never knew him.”
Henry’s living will was

signed and witnessed at
their church and as Crane
looked out at a room full of
pastors, her words could
not have been clearer. Receiving an organ donation
is a precious gift, the gift of
life. Not only for the recipient but for all those who
love and know them. The
ripple effect of a life saved
is powerful.
Spiritual leaders have
the unique and important
opportunity to encourage
others to consider the
choice to become an organ
donor, and Crane hopes
they will take that seriously.
“Henrys life gave purpose and meaning to mine,”
she said. “His gifts of life
gave a second chance to
others.”
Posters were offered to
pastors and others in attendance to hang in their
churches or organizations
reminding parishioners of
the gift of life.
For more information
on LifeLink®, go to
www.lifelinkfound.org.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

